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Types of Gasteromycetes. The Gast&romycetes include a number
of very curious and interesting forms. Among these are the puff-
balls (Figs. 734, 735). When the puff ball is mature, it has a tough
outer-covering within which the spores occur in a powdery mass.
These fungi get their name from the fact that spores puff out in
clouds when pressure is applied to their sides. A geaster, or earth-
star, looks like a puffball arising from the center of a star-shaped

FIG. 739. Cyathus striatus

Above, various stages in develop-
ment.   Below, a group of mature
fruit bodies;  the basidiospores are
within the "eggs'1

FIG.  740.   Longitudinal section

of unopened bird's-nest fungus,

Crucibulum vulgare

Note the dense outer region,
which will form the nest, and the
dense structures within, which
will become the "eggs." (After
DeBary)

cup (Figs. 736, 737). The star is formed by the splitting and
spreading of the outer layer of the sterile covering of the fruit
body. In the birds'-nest fungi (Figs. 739-741) each fertile chamber
is surrounded by a dense region (Figs. 740, 741); when the entire
fruit body opens up, the outer part becomes the nest while the
fertile chambers with their hard coverings become the eggs. The
stinkhorns are curiously formed and evil-smelling fungi (Figs.
742, 743). In them the fertile tissue changes to a sticky ill-smelling
slimy mass. This attracts flies which scatter the spores.